DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

and its implements were blood and iron. For the
Crown Prince and Princess he had nothing but a
shrug of his vast shoulders : as long as the King
lived, these Anglo-Coburgs were next to negligible.
But he kept his eye on thorn. The Euglanderin had
not left the Englishwoman at homo, and her influence
over her husband was paramount. Nor could he
forget that the Englanderitfs mother was Queen of
England, and at once he fixed on her as the source
and inspiration of these Anglicizing tendencies. She
was by no means negligible, though as yet she had
not acquired either in England or on the Continent
that immense personal prestige which was sub-
sequently hers, and for which Bismarck, though he
sometimes spoke of her with jocose contempt, learned
to feel the most sincere respect. He did not like the
Danish marriage of the Englanderitis brother, which
had now been arranged, but there was no prospect
of a direct collision between Prussian and English
interests. He devoted his energies to the reorganiza-
tion of Prussia as a military power, and observantly
ignored the Anglo-Coburgs until the time came to
take notice of them.

This establishment of the Bismarckian regime was
a very disagreeable experience for the Crown Princess
and her husband, and the Queen suggested a scheme
which would give them a good pretext for leaving
Berlin for a few months, and also served a purpose of
her own. She wanted to see more of her future
daughter-in-law, and have some quiet, serious con*
versation with her, and she also wanted to give the

80